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I have enriched my practice and self so much here, quietly reading, drawing and hiking. Thank you
for recognizing the need for a place like Landfall in our busy and hectic modern world.
Amélie Jérôme, Artist-in-Residence, 2017

Latest News
Landfall Musicians-in-Residence
Win East Coast Music Awards

Kelly McMichael, Landfall music resident in
2018, and Rube & Rake, Landfall 2021, both came
home winners at the ECMAs in Fredericton. Congratulations to Kelly for Rock Recording of the
Year for Waves and to Rube & Rake for Songwriters
of the Year.
Just before this newsletter went to press, we
learned that Kelly’s album, Waves, has been shortlisted (one of ten) for the Polaris Music Prize. Good
Luck Kelly. Shortly after the news, Kelly announced a series of shows in eastern Canada including performances at Sappyfest and the Peterborough
Folk Festival.

2022 Landfall Annual General Meeting
At Landfall Trust’s recent AGM held on June
4, David Molyneux was appointed President, Tony
Dearness took on the position of Past President and
new board member Anneliese Ellis was made Treasurer. The meeting, held at the Brigus Library, concluded with a presentation to the library of a photograph of the library building taken by Scott Walden.
Scott was one of the Trust’s first artists-in-residence
at Kent Cottage. His photograph will join other artworks by Bradley J. Folensbee (Jake), which make
up part of Jake’s generous donation to the library.

On the Left: Anneliese Ellis, Nancy Earle, Tony Dearness (Past President) and Shane O’Dea
Centre: local library board president, Stephen Spracklin
Right: Janet Whittaker (Secretary), Jenifer Soper, Marcia Spence,
Denise Holland
Absent from photo: David Molyneux (President), Rex Passion,
Caroline Stone

More News
A Message from Our New President
I am a little bit humble stepping into the role
of President for Landfall Trust. As an organization
we have had great leadership
since the Trust was formed
in 2005. Thank you to Andy
Crichton and Tony Dearness
for your leadership over the
years. Thank you to past and
present board members as we
take on exciting challenges
of renewing the roof at Kent
Cottage and new programming for Come Home Year 2022. I hope we can
count on our supporters as we explore ways to keep
Landfall a vibrant organization supporting the arts,
cultural heritage and the environment.
David Molyneux
President, Landfall Trust Inc.

Welcome Anneliese
We are very pleased to
welcome Anneliese Ellis to
the Landfall Trust board.
She comes to the position
of treasurer, having previous experience as treasurer
for her provincial professional association and
bookkeeper for her partner’s small business. She is
delighted to be part of the
Landfall Trust, having experienced the magic of Kent Cottage with her artist
partner, children and pet, all of whom are equally
amazed. She has roots in Burnt Head (Cupids) and
currently lives in Portugal Cove-St. Philips.

The New Roof is On

On June 8, we completed Roof Number Seven
on the south side of Kent cottage. The new shingles
are eastern white cedar, similar to the ones that A.
E. Harris put on in 1930. We also have a new chimney thanks to master mason, George Morgan.
This completes Phase I of the Renew the Roof
project for 2022. Once our season of residencies
ends in early October, Phase II of the project will
commence. We will apply the lessons we learned
in Phase I and, hopefully, work more eﬃciently.
The rear roof is both larger and more complex than
the front with intersecting roof planes with more
complicated lead flashing, but when October rolls
around, I am confident that we will be up to the
challenge.
Thanks to help from Heritage NL workshop
participants, the Landfall board, who did cleanup,
Rodway Excavating, who provided scaﬀolding and
stripped Roof Number Six we were able to complete the work before the first resident of the 2022
season arrived.
Also great thanks to all who donated to our
Sponsor a Bundle campaign; your dedications were
duly placed under the shingles. They will next be
seen when someone puts on Roof Number Eight.
Also great appreciation is due to Heritage NL, who
granted us significant matching funds for the work.

Our 2022 Residencies
“Dragging my feet on the way out of this beautiful place. There is something special about this place, beyond the obvious - beautiful
view, expansive grounds, waterfall(!!) - it is both full and welcoming, both haunted and at peace. How lovely to watch lilacs bloom in real
time. Thanks for organizing the amazing weather as well! I hope the dent in the grass where I spent my days lounging isn’t permanent.
These two weeks here made a permanent mark on me. I leave a better writer than I came. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you”

Sharon King-Campbell
Writer-in-Residence

Above are the words our first artist-in-residence
for 2022, writer Sharon King-Campbell, scribbled
in the guest book just before taking leave of Kent
Cottage. And this is exactly why the board of Landfall Trust works so diligently to preserve and maintain Kent Cottage.
A graduate (BFA) from Grenfell College in Cornerbrook, Sharon is a Ottawan turned Newfoundlander, a scholar and a freelance writer, storyteller,
and theatre artist who divides her time between St.
John’s and Winterton on Trinity Bay. Her work has
been seen on stages throughout the province and in
Riddle Fence and Word and her first book of poetry,
This Is How It Is, (Breakwater Books) was published in 2021. Sharon was the recipient of the 2017
Rhonda Payne Award, was on the CBC Poetry Prize
longlist in 2020, and is a three-time winner of the
Arts & Letters Awards.

Nico Paulo
Musician-in-Residence
Nico Paulo is a Portuguese singer-songwriter,
performer, and visual artist.
After seven years in Toronto, she “...went to Brigus to
hang out with some family
friends... there’s always a
singalong” and last year
moved to Newfoundland.
As part of her Lawnya Vawnya residency she wrote
some wonderful pieces included in her newest EP,
Live at First Sight, which was recorded live at First
Light’s space at the Cochrane St. church. We hope
that her time at Kent cottage will be as productive.

Jason Hussey
Artist-in-Residence

Megan Gail Coles
Writer-in-Residence

In July, visual artist Jason Hussey will at last
take up his residency, awarded by The Rooms
pre-pandemic.
Jason has a B.F.A. from Memorial University,
a diploma in textiles and is a certified welder. He
has shown work in galleries, public spaces, and his
pieces are represented in private collections. Primarily working in sculpture, Jason’s practice also
includes photography and installations.
Drawing inspiration from the natural environment of Brigus and surrounding areas, the Landfall
residency will provide him an opportunity to focus
on exploring materials and techniques to create new
sculptural works.

Originally from Savage Cove on the Great
Northern Penninsula, Megan Gail Coles was educated at Memorial University of Newfoundland and
National Theater School of Canada and is a playwright, author, actor and director. She is also founder, artistic director and playwright-in-residence of
the Poverty Cove Theater Company in St. John’s,
which is currently in the process of nurturing upcoming playwrights.
Her books include Squawk, Satched, Eating
Habits of the Chronically Lonesome and Small
Game Hunting at the Local Coward Gun Club. Her
work has been a finalist for the Scotiabank Giller
prize, a Canada Reads contender and has twice won
the BMO Winterset award.

Wallpaper

S

eeking a refuge from the stifling un-nature
of the city, the yet-to-be-famous artist,
Rockwell Kent sailed for Newfoundland where
he found wildness in abundance. From the Pomeroy family, he rented a “wreck” of a tiny cottage
that was, at the time, being used as a hay barn and
started its rescue. It was “approached by the merest
cart’s width track dug from the steep hillside bordering the bay.” It was a wonderful refuge for Kent.
In the spring of 1914, according to his autobiography, It’s Me Oh Lord, he “tore and soaked and
scraped the stained and tattered paper from the walls
— layers of it, generations of it — down to the old
boards with which the interior was sheathed.” Over
the gaps between the rough boards, he “glued strips
of muslin; then, with pretty papers bought at a local
store” made it once again into a home.
Known at the time as Freshwater, the tiny
cottage had for decades been the family home of
the Pomeroys. Today the house is known as Kent
cottage, named, surprisingly not for the artist who
cared for it in 1914, but for another artist, A. E.
Harris, because it reminded him of his home in
England.
When I first took over as facilities manager
in 2020, I read Kent’s description of tearing and
scraping from his autobiography and went searching
for strips of muslin, a loosley-woven cotton cloth,
but found nothing but some occasional paper strips
covering the joints between the boards. Then in the
spring of 2022, I found the muslin mentioned in the
book and the overlying wallpaper put on the walls
one hundred and eight years ago. But what is as
interesting to me, the layers that lay beneath Kent’s
“pretty papers.”
I don’t know exactly when the Pomeroys first
lived at Freshwater, but it is likely between 1804
and 1817, when a Pomeroy baby was born in the
cottage, nor do I know when it was abandoned.*
I think it likely that the Pomeroy family occupied
Freshwater cottage for over fifty years and for three
generations of the family, it was home. These min-

ute remnants of wallpaper are the only traces from
the the time the Pomeroy family called the cottage
at Freshwater their home.
After what was probably decades of neglect,
with the loving care of the artist, Rockwell Kent, “...
this sweet little house…had in its old age flowered
again”.
* (There is some evidence that it had been used as a hay barn
since the 1870s.)

muslin strips beneath Kent’s wallpaper

one layer over and three under Kent’s “pretty
papers”

A Brief look at Kent Cottage Flora
Part II: Spring & Summer
by Denise Holland

C

ertain scents always make me think about
specific times of the year. Whenever the
smell of lilac is in the air, you can be sure spring has
arrived, especially in Brigus.When I smell wild roses, I think of long days of summer and warm evenings. Lilacs, forsythia, marsh marigolds and cow
vetch are just a few to make their first appearance as
color spreads across Landfall. And as spring turns
into summer, the grounds
of Kent Cottage bloom with
glorious Newfoundland
wildflowers like orange
hawkweed and red clover.
It is the very wild chaos of
these flowers that gives the
cottage grounds it’s simple,
Wild rose at Jake’s
delicate beauty.

We also at Landfall Trust have engaged in a
project of grounds renewal, clearing scrub brush,
and repairing a new set of rock steps for easy access
to the cottage’s lower gardens. As a testament to the
beautiful spring and summer foliage surrounding
the cottage, residents will often fill a jar with lilacs
or other wildflowers, to enjoy their fragrance and
beauty a while longer. And now, with our summer
series of story telling events, some of which are on
the grounds of Kent Cottage, the public will be able
to partake in the sights while sitting under the shade
of a stately maple or watching the bees dance on the
humble red clover.

Photo by D. Holland

As I mentioned in one of my previous writings,
the British engineer and artist, A. E. Harris, resided
at Kent Cottage and when he purchased the home
from the Pomeroys in 1927, he, along with his
neighbors the Fowlers, embarked on a journey of
enhancing and upgrading the surrounding grounds.
According to John Leaman’s book Brigus: Past
Glory, Present Splendor, “The property was neatly
fenced: retaining walls along the garden terraces were repaired and finely bedecked with rows
of flowers and ferns; fruit and shade trees in the
sunken garden were
carefully pruned and
retrenched;” (Leaman,
page 48). It is nice
to think that some of
the oﬀspring of these
lovingly planted trees
and flowers still exist
today.
Wildflowers at Kent cottage
photo by D. Holland

Marsh marigolds on grounds of
Kent cottage
photo by J. Soper

I started this story with scents, but as my sister
reminds me, I cannot end without sounds. In additions to the beautiful flora we have at Kent Cottage,
the sounds will also captivate visitors. Whether it
is the babbling flow of the Battery Brook waterfall, or the shrill call of the red squirrels that live in
close proximity, it reminds us of the beauty and the
precious nature of our landscape. May it continue to
be a source of inspiration and enjoyment for all who
visit.

Come and I Will Tell You
a summer of stories
Landfall Trust is proud to host Come and I Will Tell You, a series of events that allow amazing artists to
tell their stories through poetry, song and workshops.
Grounds for Poetry: Three Landfall Poets
June 18
Sharon King-Campbell, our
first writer-in-residence for
2022, Megan Gail Coles,
our upcoming writer for
the fall and Michelle Porter
our 2019 resident, launched
our first event of our 2022
Come and I Will Tell You,
“Grounds for Poetry: Three
Landfall Poets”. Held at
the Brigus library, not on
the grounds of the cottage due to rain, the venue
proved the ideal setting to enjoy both the poems and
the witty conversation between these three talented
writers.
Too Much Fire for Baking:
Storytellers Dave Paddon and Andy Jones
June 25

For nearly two hours storytellers Dave Paddon and Andy Jones held a large audience at St.
George’s Heritage Church totally enthralled with
myths, Newfoundland life, the supernatural and the
undead. The world-wide adventures of Peg Bearskin and Kimmy and Mike came into reality that afternoon in St. George’s, to the delight of all present.

Introduction to CarvingWorkshop
with Jason Hussey, Artist-in-Residence
July 9
Jason Hussey, our covid-delayed artist-in-residence in
association with The Rooms
is shown during his plaster
block carving workshop,
which he gave to a group of
interested artists last month
at Kent cottage. Jason has a
B.F.A. from Memorial University, a diploma in textiles and is a certified welder; he is also a sculptor and photographer.
Living on the Edge: The Life and Times of
Freshwater, Kent Cottage and Landfall with
Storyteller Gary Green
July 25

]This last Saturday raconteur and historian Gary
Green held forth at Kent Cottage in Brigus about
the very land on which we sat and the various occupants that cared for it over the last two centuries.
The wreck of the Pomeroy’s schooner, Riseover,
the machinations of Rockwell Kent, A. E. Harris’s
influence in the founding of the Newfoundland
Society of Art and the story of Landfall and Jake
Folensbee were all presented in a most interesting,
amusing and timely way.

Musician-in-Residence Nico Paulo
and her friends on the Blueberry Festival Stage
August 13, 12:50 to 1:30 pm

On August 13, Portuguese singer-songwriter and
performer, and Landfall’s musician-in-residence,
Nico Paulo “with friends” will perform as the opening act on the Blueberry Festival Stage in Brigus.
Whether performing solo or in a group, Nico is best
known for her gentle but forceful folk style. This
performance is included in the admittance fee for
the Blueberry Festival.

Come and I will Sing You:
Pamela Morgan and Matthew Byrne at
St. George’s Heritage Church
August 27, 2:00 to 4:00
On August 27, Come and I will Sing You will
bring Pamela Morgan and Matthew Byrne together
on stage at St. George’s Heritage Church in Brigus.
Pamela Morgan, former lead singer for Figgy Duﬀ,
needs no introduction on the folk music stage in
Newfoundland and Labrador and Canada. Pamela
is a singer, songwriter and performer whose vibrant voice and stage presence has been enchanting
audiences for decades. Matthew Byrne is known
for his powerful vocals and polished guitar works.
Matthew and Pamela will tell stories through song
and traditional music.

“At Home in the Landscape”, Di Dabinet’s watercolor workshop scheduled for August 23 at Kent
cottage, has been posponed until a date in September.
Tickets for all remaining Come and I Will Tell
You events are available through Eventbrite
(https://www.eventbrite.ca/d/canada--newfoundland-and-labrador/landfall-trust/) or by using the
QR code below.

Kent Cottage with a
New Roof

Kent cottage with a new wood shingle roof

Donate to Landfall Trust

French

English

https://www.canadahelps.org/
CharityProfilePage.aspx?Language=fr&CharityID=d94527

https://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharityID=d94527
Landfall Trust
P.O. Box 21378
St. John’s, NL
Canada
A1A 5G6

landfalltrustnl.org
landfalltrustnl@gmail.com
The Landfall Trust, Inc. was incorporated, under the Corporations Act of Newfoundland and Labrador, in
March of 2005, Canadian Revenue Agency Registered Charity. No.839156544RR001 . Tax deductible receipts
will be issued for all donations over $10.00.
The Landfall Trust and Kent Cottage newsletter is published quarterly by Landfall Trust and is edited by
Rex Passion. Our thanks to all the contributors.

